
 The Philippines is a 
nation of children. In 
Manila alone, a mi-
crocosm of the nation, 
75,000 children play, 
work, beg and sleep on 
the streets of the city. 
Some, however, have 
the privilege to attend 
school. But school 
or no school, waif or 

blessed, all these children have some things in 
common. They are not invisible to God. They 
are not beyond the reach of His love. One 
day they will all reach an age when they must 
choose to accept or reject Jesus as their Sav-
ior.  This truth places a tremendous burden on 
the Lord’s churches and on individual Chris-
tians to get the message to multitudes of men, 
women and children who need the gospel of 
Jesus Christ.
 Today, in addition to books printed with 
ink on paper, computers, cell phones, text and 
other electronic readers are also used by God’s 
servants to help people understand Scripture.
 But what if you were of a language group 
that had no gospel message in a language the 
people could read, their native language? To 
have a book, or Bible, you cannot read is like 
having no book at all.
 From the beginning, the goal of ICP has 
been to provide sound, biblical literature in 
the native language of people groups like these 
around the world. The vision was great, the 
challenges even greater, but here we are look-
ing at opportunities we never saw coming.

 ICP is producing a Bible centered curricu-
lum that we pray will be translated and printed 
in the common language of a number of peo-
ple groups. We have translators available. We 
have the lessons prepared. We need the funds 
to buy the materials for printing the number 
that is needed. We have designed this curricu-
lum for use in churches and public schools in 
the Philippines, but it can be adapted to other 
venues as well. 
    I have the exciting responsibility of devel-
oping and writing a two-year curriculum for 
teens and adults.  On August 1st, after twen-
ty-six years and six months, I will step aside 
as pastor of Westwood Baptist Church to be-
come their missionary to work with ICP in a 
full time role. I am already in the process of 
writing the first semester lessons of the teen 
curriculum.
 Another part of my role with ICP will be to 
inform churches and individuals of the work 
of ICP and encourage them to help us to buy 
the supplies that will make it possible to print 
the materials needed for schools and churches 
and to expand the ministry of ICP. Your help 
is needed now. If you would like to help me or 
ICP, contact Director and founder Bill John-
son at the address mention in this report. 

—Weeks DuBose, Director 
of Curriculum Development
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ICP MINISTRY NEEDS 
YOUR PRAYERS

MY HEART IS HEAVY FOR THE 
CHILDREN SERVED BY ICP
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PRAYER REQUEST

 The basic ministry plan for International 
Christian Publishers is a step by step process 
of helping churches in non-English speaking 
countries to provide Bible based literature to 
help their children and adults understand the 
Scriptures. This ministry plan began with the 
translation of  BSSC materials into the vari-
ous languages. The next step is the develop-
ment of a curriculum for each country and 
finally writing it in the language of the people 
who would be using the materials. 
 This plan was predicated on the idea of us-
ing the BSSC materials until such time as our 
own materials could be developed. The mes-
sengers of the ABA voted years ago to allow 
ministries such as ICP to translate Sunday 
school and VBS books and God has enabled 
ICP to provide hundreds of thousands of VBS 
and Sunday school books for churches and 
children of multiple language groups during 
the past thirteen years. Praise the Lord.
 Last year, at the ABA messenger meeting, 
the BSSC reported that because of a problem 
with their using licensed graphics from a com-
mercial company, the files could no longer be 
made availabe to any missions ministries.  
This posed a great problem for our ministry; 
however, we planned to recycle VBS materials 
from several years ago. 
 This seemed like the only way to assure that 
we could provide VBS materials for the chil-
dren of the Philippines and Romania in 2017. 
(In 2016 ICP provided VBS materials for 
35,000 children in the Philippines.) This was 
a good plan until a few days ago when the post 
office deliveed a letter from the chairman of 
the BSSC. The chairman stated (in part) that 
“...we must demand that you cease all publica-
tions, past or present, of materials produced 
by Bogard Press.” In referring to the iStock 
contract he wrote, “It is on this basis alone 
that we have decided to act as we have.” 
 Most of the materials we have translated in 
Romania and the Philippines were produced 
prior to the BSSC signing a contract with iS-
tock. If we are not permitted to print books 
which were translated long before the BSSC 

contracted with iStock, we will not be able to 
provide VBS for thousands of children in the 
2017 VBS season. 

 For the sake of the children, PLEASE 
PRAY THAT THE BSSC WILL DECIDE 
TO ALLOW ICP AND OTHER  MIS-
SIONARY MINISTRIES TO USE PRE-
iStock files.  

Thank you.
  —Bill Johnson, Missionary ,ICP

 Bonita McKnight, retired typographer from 
the BSSC and now working with ICP, lost her 
husband, Arnold McKnight this week. The 
McKnight family has been a friend of our fam-
ily for many years. It was my honor to serve as 
their pastor and to work with Bonita twenty-
four years while I served the ABA churches in 
the publications ministry in Texarkana.
 Brother Arnold was a faithful friend to me 
and many other ABA pastors and a faithful 
and loving husband and father.  Our prayers 
are for Bonita, sons Tracy and Tony and all the 
family.

—Bill Johnson and all of us at ICP
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