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Repentance of Nineveh

Matthew 12:38-41
* Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we
would see a sign from thee.

¥ But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation
seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the
prophet Jonas:

* For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale’s belly; so shall the
Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.

* The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall
condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a
greater than Jonas is here.

Jonah 3:4-5
* And Jonah began to enter into the city a day’s journey, and he cried, and said,
Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.

> So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on
sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of them.

The Book of Jonah is the first of the prophets, being written before the fall of
Israel and Judah, about 850 BCE. It was likely written by someone other than the
prophet, but it is the story of Jonah. It is not expressly tied to any specific event
or during the reign of any named king.
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Jonah might have been contemporary with Elijah and Elisha who fought
corruption in Israel. This shows that even in Old Testament times, God’s mercy
was extended to every people group of the world. While we preach and teach
the gospel of redemption in Little River County, Arkansas, we must also enable
those who would take the gospel to the far reaches of the Earth—to every
people group.

| had the distinct honor last Thursday night to participate in an online session
with a group of 107 seminary students from such diverse countries as Austrailia,
Mugway, Mexico, Myanmar, Thailand, and Malaysia and the USA states of
Indiana, Michigan, Maryland and Texas. These students will start churches to
reach their people wherever they are in the world!

Nineveh, the oldest and most-populous city of the ancient Assyrian empire,
situated on the east bank of the Tigris River and encircled by the modern city
of Mosul, Irag. Nineveh was located at the intersection of important north-
south and east-west trade routes, and its proximity to a tributary of the Tigris,
the Khawsar River, added to the value of the fertile agricultural and pastoral
lands in the district.

1. Second Guessing God

Jonah 1:1-3

Now the word of the LorD came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, ?Arise, go
to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up
before me. *But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the
Lorp, and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid
the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the
presence of the LORD.

Jonah’s Travel Plans

God said, “Arise, go to Nineveh.” Jonah was to go there immediately or with no
delay.

God called Nineveh a “great city” and “their wickedness is come up before me.”
As with Sodom in Genesis.

Jonah was to denounce the city!
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Jonah, as if he had not understood where he was to go, without asking for
clearification, deliberately went the wrong way.
Later, in chapter 4, Jonah said that he had told God why he didn’t want to go.

Jonah intended to run away from God!

Jonah planned to go west by sea all the way to Spain instead of the shorter
overland journey to Nineveh.

Jonah’s arrogance depicted that of the Jews, who refused to be God’s example
to all the nations.

There is little prophecy (1 verse 3:4, “yet forty days and Nineveh shall be
overthrown”), and a lot of narrative. The entire book is with satire.

The writer exaggerates many things. -The long trip to Tarshish. The “day’s
journey into the city.” The unsuual fact that the lot fell on Jonah as the one
guilty of causing the storm.

Many things are quite comical: The goard vine spring for a day and dying the
next. God seeming to tease Jonah about his desire to die.

Jonah tried to flee to a place where God was not. But he learned that God
was everywhere. Jonah 2:7

Jonah 2:7
"When my soul fainted within me | remembered the Lorb: And my prayer
came in unto thee, into thine holy temple.

2. God’s Exaggerated response to the excesses of Jonah

Jonah 1:4
* But the LORD sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty
tempest in the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken.

The sailors found it impossible to row against the wind.
Jonah was sound asleep.

The sailors found out the storm was because of Jonah.
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Jonah’s confession

Jonah 1:9
% And he said unto them, | am an Hebrew; and | fear the Lorp, the God of heaven,
which hath made the sea and the dry land.

This really caused the sailors to be worried!

They took things into their own hands.

Jonah 1:15-16
> So they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea: and the sea ceased
from her raging.

* Then the men feared the Lorp exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the
LorD, and made vows.

God rescued Jonah with the great fish.

Jonah 1:17
" Now the LorD had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was
in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.

Jonah’s insincere prayer (chapter 2)

Jonah 2:10
19 And the LorD spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land.

God gave Jonah a second chance

3. The entire city repented and trusted God because of Jonah’s one
sentence sermon.

This unlikely event shows the convicting power of the Holy Spirit.

John 16:8
8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness,
and of judgment:

The city was preserved for another 15 years, until the time of the prophet
Nahum.
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4. The heart of Jonah revealed

Jonah’s displeasure displayed.

Jonah 4:1-3
! But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry.

2 And he prayed unto the Lorp, and said, | pray thee, O LorD, was not this my
saying, when | was yet in my country? Therefore | fled before unto Tarshish: for |
knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great
kindness, and repentest thee of the evil.

* Therefore now, O LORD, take, | beseech thee, my life from me; for it is better for
me to die than to live.

God’s final lesson for a self-centered prophet.

Jonah 4:4
* Then said the Lorp, Doest thou well to be angry?

The heat, the gourd and the worm.

God’s mercy declared.

Jonah 4:11

1 And should not | spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than
sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and
their left hand; and also much cattle?

Conclusion for us today:

Galatians 6:7-8
"Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall
he also reap.

8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that
soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.

Ecclesiastes 12:1
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! Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come
not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, | have no pleasure in them;

A one sentence sermon for everyone today!

Acts 17:30
* And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men
every where to repent:

Revival of Nineveh
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The Book of Jonah is the first of the prophets, being written before the fall of
Israel and Judah, about 850 BCE. It was likely written by someone other than the
prophet, but it is the story of Jonah. It is not expressly tied to any specific event
or during the reign of any named king.

Jonah might have been contemporary with Elijah and Elisha who fought
corruption in Israel. This shows that even in Old Testament times, God’s mercy
was extended to every people group of the world. While we preach and teach
the gospel of redemption in Little River County, Arkansas, we must also enable
those who would take the gospel to the far reaches of the Earth—to every
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Mugway, Mexico, Myanmar, Thailand, and Malaysia and the USA states of
Indiana, Michigan, Maryland and Texas. These students will start churches to
reach their people wherever they are in the world!
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of Mosul, Irag. Nineveh was located at the intersection of important north-
south and east-west trade routes, and its proximity to a tributary of the Tigris,
the Khawsar River, added to the value of the fertile agricultural and pastoral
lands in the district.

1. Second Guessing God

Jonah 1:1-3

Now the word of the LorD came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, ?Arise, go
to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up
before me. *But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the
Lorp, and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid
the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the
presence of the LORD.

Jonah’s Travel Plans

God said, “Arise, go to Nineveh.” Jonah was to go there immediately or with no
delay.
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God called Nineveh a “great city” and “their wickedness is come up before me.”
As with Sodom in Genesis.

Jonah was to denounce the city!

Jonah, as if he had not understood where he was to go, without asking for
clearification, deliberately went the wrong way.
Later, in chapter 4, Jonah said that he had told God why he didn’t want to go.

Jonah intended to run away from God!

Jonah planned to go west by sea all the way to Spain instead of the shorter
overland journey to Nineveh.

Jonah’s arrogance depicted that of the Jews, who refused to be God’s example
to all the nations.

There is little prophecy (1 verse 3:4, “yet forty days and Nineveh shall be
overthrown”), and a lot of narrative. The entire book is with satire.

The writer exaggerates many things. -The long trip to Tarshish. The “day’s
journey into the city.” The unsuual fact that the lot fell on Jonah as the one
guilty of causing the storm.

Many things are quite comical: The goard vine spring for a day and dying the
next. God seeming to tease Jonah about his desire to die.

Jonah tried to flee to a place where God was not. But he learned that God
was everywhere. Jonah 2:7

Jonah 2:7
"When my soul fainted within me | remembered the Lorb: And my prayer
came in unto thee, into thine holy temple.

2. God’s Exaggerated response to the excesses of Jonah

Jonah 1:4
* But the LORD sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty
tempest in the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken.
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The sailors found it impossible to row against the wind.
Jonah was sound asleep.
The sailors found out the storm was because of Jonah.

Jonah’s confession

Jonah 1:9
% And he said unto them, | am an Hebrew; and | fear the Lorp, the God of heaven,
which hath made the sea and the dry land.

This really caused the sailors to be worried!

They took things into their own hands.

Jonah 1:15-16
> So they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea: and the sea ceased
from her raging.

* Then the men feared the Lorp exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the
LorD, and made vows.

God rescued Jonah with the great fish.

Jonah 1:17
" Now the LorD had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was
in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.

Jonah’s insincere prayer (chapter 2)

Jonah 2:10
19 And the LorD spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land.

God gave Jonah a second chance

3. The entire city repented and trusted God because of Jonah’s one
sentence sermon.
This unlikely event shows the convicting power of the Holy Spirit.

John 16:8
8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness,
and of judgment:
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The city was preserved for another 15 years, until the time of the prophet
Nahum.

4. The heart of Jonah revealed

Jonah’s displeasure displayed.

Jonah 4:1-3
! But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry.

2 And he prayed unto the Lorp, and said, | pray thee, O LorD, was not this my
saying, when | was yet in my country? Therefore | fled before unto Tarshish: for |
knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great
kindness, and repentest thee of the evil.

* Therefore now, O LORD, take, | beseech thee, my life from me; for it is better for
me to die than to live.

God’s final lesson for a self-centered prophet.

Jonah 4:4
* Then said the Lorp, Doest thou well to be angry?

The heat, the gourd and the worm.

God’s mercy declared.

Jonah 4:11

1 And should not | spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than
sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and
their left hand; and also much cattle?

Conclusion for us today:

Galatians 6:7-8
"Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall
he also reap.

8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that
soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.
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Ecclesiastes 12:1
! Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come

not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, | have no pleasure in them;

A one sentence sermon for everyone today!

Acts 17:30
* And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men

every where to repent:
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